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John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) was a British philosopher, political economist, and civil
servant, known for his influential contributions to liberalism, utilitarianism, and social theory.
He was the son of James Mill, a historian and economist, and was rigorously educated from
a young age under his father's strict guidance.

Key Contributions and Ideas:

1. Utilitarianism:
Influenced by Jeremy Bentham, Mill refined the concept of utilitarianism, which
advocates for actions that maximize happiness for the greatest number. In his work
"Utilitarianism™ (1863), Mill introduced the idea of qualitative differences in
pleasures, distinguishing between higher (intellectual) and lower (bodily) pleasures.

2. Liberty and Individual Freedom:
His seminal work ""On Liberty' (1859) defended individual freedom against societal
and governmental interference, promoting the concept of personal autonomy unless
one's actions harm others (the harm principle).

3. Political Economy:
In *"Principles of Political Economy** (1848), Mill discussed capitalism, labor, and
economic development while supporting moderate socialism and cooperative
ownership.

4. Advocacy for Women's Rights:
His book ""The Subjection of Women"* (1869) argued for gender equality and
women's suffrage, making him one of the early advocates for women's rights.

5. Representative Government:
In his work "*Considerations on Representative Government™ (1861), Mill
emphasized the importance of participatory democracy and proportional
representation.

Legacy:

John Stuart Mill's ideas continue to shape modern liberal thought, especially concerning
freedom of speech, individual rights, and moral philosophy. His works laid the foundation for
later democratic theory and social reforms in the 19th and 20th centuries.
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